
Member Churches 

♦ Alive Ministries 

♦ Baldwin Street CRC 

♦ Bauer CRC 

♦ Cottonwood Church 

♦ Evergreen Ministries 

♦ Fairway CRC 

♦ First Hudsonville CRC 

♦ First Jenison CRC 

♦ Forest Grove CRC 

♦ Friendship Chapel 

♦ Georgetown CRC 

♦ Hillcrest CRC 

♦ Immanuel CRC 

♦ Jamestown CRC 

♦ Messiah CRC 

♦ Ridgewood CRC 

♦ Searchlight Ministries 

♦ Trinity CRC 

♦ Twelfth Avenue CRC 

♦ Zutphen CRC 

At the most recent Classis meeting on May 10, 2012, Classis 
Georgetown Transition Team used as it’s theme the second 
of the Classis Values that were adopted last year.  This value, 
Collaborative Relationships, covers many aspects of the work 
of our churches, so it was decided to use this same theme at 
the September 20, 2012 meeting, with an added emphasis on 
the 10:24 Teams. 

The scripture on which this idea is based can be found in the 
words of Hebrews 10:24:  “And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”   What is 
true of an individual can also be true of a group, so classis 
has decided to replace the former declining practice of church 
visiting with trained teams of listeners called 10:24 Teams.  
This new approach will be implementing the best of listen-
ing/coaching practices to encourage the leadership of our 
various congregations.  The words of Proverbs 20:5 are very 
fitting in this process, “The purposes of a person’s heart are 
deep waters, but one who has insight draws them out.”  
Through well-designed questions related to congregational 
health, mission and vision, the 10:24 teams will help those in 
leadership to have a positive forum for discovery and deci-
sion-making.  One of the anticipated benefits of these listen-
ing experiences is that effective practices/programs being 
practiced in one congregation might b shared with other con-
gregations to help them in their ministries.  The “deep waters” 
of what the Lord has planted in our churches will be more 
“drawn out” and our ministries will bear more fruit. 

The past few months have been quite active for the 10:24 
Teams.  An introductory meeting in January was hosted by 
Rev. Brian Bosscher at Hillcrest Christian Reformed Church, 
and was attended by 18 people from 11 of our churches.  
This was followed by a training session in March, another 
training session in June, and a third scheduled for September 
14, from 1 PM to 4 PM at Hillcrest CRC.  These sessions are 
led by Rev. Jeff Boersma, Christian Reformed Home Mis-
sions.  (If you are interested in this session, please contact 
Tricia Bosma (triciabosma@comcast.net.)  

Brian has been very instrumental in getting this ministry off 
the ground, but has had to step aside because of other time 
commitments.  We sincerely appreciate his time and energy 
into getting this going.  We also extend a warm welcome to 
Ms. Tricia Bosma, from Hillcrest CRC, who has graciously 
accepted the invitation to take over.  She has experience in 
coaching and is part of one of the teams. 

The 10:24 Teams are designed to consist of one pastor and 
one lay person of their choosing.  So far 3 teams are in place, 
and 3 churches have accepted the offer to serve as proto-
types for this new feature of classis.  They are Trinity CRC, 
Zutphen CRC, and 12th Avenue CRC.  Preliminary meetings 
have already been held with Trinity and Zutphen, and 12th 
Avenue will be doing so in the near future.   

If you would like to know more about 10:24 Teams, feel free 
to contact Tricia or any of the churches that are already bene-
fiting from what classis has to offer.   

 

Collaborative Relationships (10:24 Teams) 
Part 2 

Vision Statement  

Classis Georgetown 

   Classis Georgetown is a 

community of Christian 

Reformed Churches in 

Eastern Ottawa County who 

live and minister together, 

in Christ, to transform lives 

and communities. 

Classis Values 

         Healthy Leaders 
   We equip leaders to trans-

form lives and communities. 

  Collaborative Relationships 

   We call out the strengths of 

each church and pursue minis-

try together to create new ways 

of transforming lives and com-

munities. 

     Empowering Worship 

   We celebrate and are sus-

tained by God’s presence as 

he transforms lives and com-

munities. 

        Daring Hospitality 

   We welcome the stranger in 

ways that transform lives and 

communities. 

        Risky Compassion 

   We extend uncommon gen-

erosity to the suffering and 

work to eliminate the causes of 

that suffering in order to trans-

form lives and communities. 

Praises . . . 

   and Prayer requests 

~pray for all of the educational 
opportunities that our 
churches will offer this fall to 
both young and old. 

  ~pray for God’s leading for 
First Jenison CRC as they 
search for a new pastor. 

~pray that our members will 
continue to build relationships 
in order to share the gospel 
with the 30,000 people in our 
area who are not attending 
church on a given Sunday.   

~praise God for successful 
summer outreach programs in 
many of our churches. 

               

                Church Sign 

                  When doing 

                    your work, 

                        Lord, 

                    give me the 

                    persistence 

                     of a weed. 
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Throughout the years many people 
have found joy in working for their 
church, both locally and on a wider 
scale, but for Margaret Vander Schuur, 
it became a second career, and one 
from which she retired only because of 
health issues.    

Margaret was born in the north end of 
Grand Rapids where houses were few 
and far between.   She was the middle 
child of four girls and one boy.  The 
family membership was at the former 
Plainfield Christian Reformed Church, 
which was nearby.  As a child she re-
members asking her dad  “why they 
couldn’t go to church six days a week 
and work one day.”  This was how 
much it meant to her at that early age to 
be involved in church activities.  Since 
this family had very limited finances,  
the children attended the public schools 
and Margaret graduated from Creston 
High School.  Because she was only 
sixteen and couldn’t afford college, she 
immediately acquired a work permit 
which was necessary to hold a job until 
she turned eighteen.  She began her 
working career as a secretary and a 
bookkeeper.     

One of Margaret’s sisters had a steady 
boyfriend who had a single brother.  
One Sunday he invited his brother, Har-
old, along when he visited his girlfriend 
and introduced him to Margaret.  They 
took a liking to each other but dated for 
6 1/2 years before they were married in 
the Plainfield CRC.   

While this had been Margaret’s church 
her entire life, it was not like that for 
Harold.  He worked as a carpenter and 
moved  from home to home and from 
church to church.  So after marriage this 
became their lifestyle.  One day Marga-
ret realized that this was not the life she 
wanted for their children, so they settled 
down on a farm between Hudsonville 
and Allendale.  Their five children, two 
boys and three girls, all attended and 
graduated from Unity Christian High 
School.  Long since grown up, three of 
them have moved away from the area.  
The youngest, Brenda, serves with 
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tian World Relief Committee.   

At different times through the years 
Margaret would hear people say that 
God had spoken to them directly.  
She often wondered about that and 
doubted that those experiences had 
actually happened.  Then one day 
something dramatically changed her 
life.  Her father was very ill and in 
the hospital.  One day she visited 
him and he was in a great deal of 
pain and ready to meet the Lord.   
Because of her close relationship to 
him she prayed over and over all 
night, “Please, Lord, let him live.”  
She was then startled to hear God’s 
voice say to her, “No, my child.”  She 
then prayed, “Please let me be with 
him when he dies.”  The next morn-
ing she went back to the hospital.  
After her dad greeted her he asked 
her, “Marg, why do I have to suffer 
so long?”  Her response to him was, 

“Let’s ask the Lord to 
take you to heaven.”  
She was holding one of 
his hands and with the 
other he lifted his hand 
in the air and said, 

“Precious Savior, take me to 
heaven,” and immediately he died.  
This was the only time she has 
heard God’s voice directly, but now 
believes it when people say that God 
has spoken to them.   

Because of physical limitations 
prayer remains an important part of 
Margaret’s life.  While she previously 
has been involved in the correspon-
dence work with prisoners through 
Crossroad Bible Institute, she is now 
a prayer warrior for them.  She has a 
list of missionaries she prays for on 
a regular basis, and maintains a 
close bond with the young people at 
Messiah Christian Reformed 
Church, where she is now a mem-
ber.  She is very excited to see what 
the young people are involved in 
today and strongly believes in them. 

Her thoughts about the Christian 
Reformed Church are very positive.  
Margaret feels in her heart that God 
will use this church in a special way, 
but we need to follow God’s plan.   

Blessed to be a Blessing 
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Christian Reformed World Missions in 
Guinea, West Africa.  Her extended 
family includes 14 grandchildren and 15 
great grandchildren. 

Part of Margaret’s desire to serve in 
church came from watching her father.  
He would spend 3 years as an elder 
with 1 year out.  This pattern continued  
and she was so happy when she could 
go to church with her dad.  She had 
learned to play the piano and sing and 
often would accompany him to different 
events.    

Unlike many other mothers of her era, 
Margaret continued to work outside of 
her home, plus volunteer in many differ-
ent capacities at whichever church they 
were attending at that time, in addition 
to other volunteer work.  She has sung 
in and directed church choirs, and 
taught Sunday school; she has directed 
and acted in church plays.  She volun-
teered one day a week at Christian Re-
formed Home Missions.  They appreci-
ated her work for them so much that 
they soon paid her for that one day. 

One organization she volunteered for 
was the Bible League, formerly the 
World Home Bible League.  Three men 
and two women from this organization 
were asked to fly to Burma and bring 
Bibles.  When they were landing she 
was told that she was now on her own.  
So she took her Bibles through cus-
toms.  The first man looked at the 
books, but could not read anything in 
them.  Then another worker in customs 
whispered to her that he was thankful 
for the Bibles that she was bringing to 
his country.  When they cleared cus-
toms, they were taken down into a cave 
where a dozen men were taking part in 
a Bible study with just two Bibles.  
When the men saw what they were 
bringing, they were so thankful.  Marga-
ret says that she will never forget the 
looks of gratitude on their faces. 

Before his death four years ago from a 
heart condition, Margaret and Harold 
were married nearly 62 years and dur-
ing that time served in many mission 
activities and service projects which 
have taken them to all fifty states and 
numerous countries.  They have spent 
many years working with the Chris- 


