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     The 6th Annual Community Games event was held in 
Hudsonville on July 17, 2013, during the warmest week of the 
summer.  Seven area churches, 3 of them from Classis 
Georgetown, worked with Love INC to plan and carry out this 
family-focused event, which especially targeted families with 
elementary age children.  Originally this event was a week-
long VBS style program, but the organizers are able to ac-
complish their goals with a one day event that includes the 
entire family.   

     Everything at this event was free, including live entertain-
ment and music, pizza dinner, carnival games and the Critter 
Barn for children, and a “Family Expo” area where ministries 
and services available for families could host presentation 
booths.  In addition, each student was given a bag of back-to-
school supplies when they left.   

     The churches worked hard to minister to families spiritually 
by making sure the stage events and entertainment had 
Christian messages.  Throughout the evening volunteers 
were available to pray with participants.   

     Though attendance was down some this year, due in part 
to the very hot weather, about a quarter of the families did not 
list a home church on their registration form.  This is the true 
target of the organizers.  The churches 
plan to follow up with these families in 
various ways.   

     If you missed out on attending this 
event, or being one of the many volun-
teers, you may contact Fig Vander 
Molen, Youth Ministries Director, Messiah Christian Reformed 
Church, figvandermolen@gmail.com.  He will be able to an-
swer any questions you may have or will find someone who 
can. 

     The goal of Community Games is to unite local churches 
for a community wide event that seeks to demonstrate 
Christ’s love and share the salvation message.   (Fig Vander 

Molen contributed to this  article.) 
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Vision Statement  
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   Classis Georgetown is a 

community of Christian 

Reformed Churches in 

Eastern Ottawa County who 

live and minister together, 

in Christ, to transform lives 

and communities. 

Classis Values 

         Healthy Leaders 
   We equip leaders to trans-

form lives and communities. 

  Collaborative Relationships 

   We call out the strengths of 

each church and pursue minis-

try together to create new ways 

of transforming lives and com-

munities. 

     Empowering Worship 

   We celebrate and are sus-

tained by God’s presence as 

he transforms lives and com-

munities. 

        Daring Hospitality 

   We welcome the stranger in 

ways that transform lives and 

communities. 

        Risky Compassion 

   We extend uncommon gen-

erosity to the suffering and 

work to eliminate the causes of 

that suffering in order to trans-

form lives and communities. 

Praises . . . 

   and Prayer requests 

~praise God with the congre-

gation of Friendship Chapel as 
they rejoice in the arrival of 
their new pastor, Rev. Josh 
and Ruth Benton and family.  

~pray for safety for all of our 
church family members that 

are in the military, wherever 
they are actively serving.   

~praise God for those who 
open their hearts and homes 
to refugee families, foster 
children, exchange students 
and others, and  pray that all 
may experience God’s bless-

ings through the hospitality of 
His people in Classis 
Georgetown.  
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     On September 12-14 the Institute for Global Church 
Planting and Renewal is hosting another conference with 
Dr. Harry Reeder III on the topic of church renewal.  Thurs-
day, September 12, 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. is for pastors.  
Thursday and Friday evenings from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. and 
Saturday morning from 8:30 or 9:00 a.m. until noon will be 
for church leaders, as requested by the pastors.   
 
     Calvin Seminary is hosting a missional reading of scrip-
ture with N.T. Wright, Christopher Wright, Darrell L. 
Guder and Michael Goheen on November 20-21 on cam-
pus. http://calvinseminary.edu/academics/continuing-
education/missional-reading/ .  Contact Pastor Marc Nelesen  
at marcn@georgetowncrc.org with questions about either 

conference.   

For Your Information 
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   The famous poet, Maya Angelou, once 
stated, “There is no greater agony than 
bearing an untold story inside of you.”  Thus 
begins the story of Ryan Wallace, who previ-
ously served as Director of Discipleship at 
EverGreen Ministries.  Over the years he 
has learned that each of us has a story that 

needs to be told.  He has  learned as well 
that our stories have the power to transform 
the lives of those who have the ears to hear.   

   Ryan’s story begins in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, where his family lived not far from 
Calvin Seminary’s campus.  Quite suddenly 
his parents decided to uproot their family 
and move out to Arizona.  Life didn’t seem 
abnormal at that particular juncture and 

things were simple.  He was a kid growing 
up in a beautiful, and warm, state.   

   However, due to other family issues, this 
family was forced back to Michigan.  It was 
at the age of 9, in Wyoming, Michigan, that 
Ryan’s world would come crashing down 
and be forever altered.  He remembers it like 
it was yesterday.  His dad came home late 

one night and brought the children down-
stairs into their parent’s bedroom.  His mom 
began weeping before his dad could even 
say a word.  He had always been an ob-
servant child, and for some reason he knew 
the damaging words that were coming.  His 
dad left the house immediately after the 
words spewed out, leaving his mother with-
out a husband and the kids (Ryan and an 
older sister) with a new identity: they were 
“fatherless.”  It’s an identity that he would 
carry for many years until God would even-
tually fill his earthly father’s role.  Through 
this season of his life he spent much time 
working his way through the countless iden-
tity issues that led him into some hurtful 
places but are all now a part of his journey.   

   Ryan grew up a non-Christian.  He never 
questioned if there was a God, but he didn’t 
follow Jesus as his mother did.  He had a 
friend in high school named Rebekah, who 
was a Christian, but would admit that she 
didn’t take her faith all that seriously at that 
time.  Their first  date was the day after high 
school graduation, and in due time they 
were married in Holland, Michigan.  This 

family now includes a two year old daughter, 
Hannah. 

   He is a survivor and despite the odds, 
Ryan was determined to not end up as an-
other statistic.  So, he became obsessed 
with entrepreneurship and success in the 
business world.  He started his first business 

at the age of 21, running a successful infor-
mation technology company.  He was work-
ing about 70 hours a week, neglecting his 
health, friends, and wife.  No matter how 
resolute he was in breaking the generational 
chains within his family, he found 
himself falling into the same pat-
terns of behavior.  His mom was a 
faithful follower of Jesus who was 

forced to watch her kids wrestle 
through these identity issues.  He 
is blessed that she faithfully plead-
ed with God over the years for Him 
to capture her son’s heart.   

   Finally, Jesus did.  It was just 
before this time that God began leading 
godly men into Ryan’s life.  It started with a 

client of his who was his wife’s boss, Bruce.  
Bruce didn’t seem to care very much about 
business success, but discussed tirelessly 
with him his love for people and bringing 
glory to God.  The story of his life was com-
pelling, and Ryan saw that God had contin-
ued to work in this man.  Ryan wanted this 
same work done in him.   

   For the first three years the company was 
Ryan’s, for the last two it was God’s.  A few 
years ago, he felt God saying to him that He 
wanted Ryan to help bridge that gap be-
tween entrepreneurship/business and the 
church.  He believes the church has alienat-
ed this demographic.  God put a desire in 
his heart to help the church learn how to 
stretch itself and create new avenues and 

strategies in order to reach a new genera-
tion that is being lost.  It became clear to him 
that he would need to go back to school in 
order to follow through with this call.   

   Ryan ended up selling the company, going 
back to school, and volunteering at their 
church, EverGreen Ministries, for a couple of 
years. The first degree he earned was a 

Bachelor’s of Science in Biblical Studies 

from Moody Bible Institute, which he did 
online.   

   When it was time for seminary, Ryan 
checked out a couple of them.  During this 
season of life he had two influential people, 
one of whom was his mentor, Rev. Larry 
Doornbos, the former pastor of EverGreen.  

Both of these people went to Calvin Semi-
nary and desired to see Church Planting and 
Renewal become an emphasis there.  They 
both thought that it would be a great place 
for him to be shaped and molded and for 

him to make an impact on the 
community as well.  He did one 
full year there, even taking extra 
classes.  Now he is in their Dis-

tance Learning Program.   

   Ryan rarely, if ever, chooses a 
place thinking “what can I get out 
of it,” but more “what can I con-
tribute to it .”  Here he saw an 
opportunity to help bring about 

positive change in the church by going to 
Calvin Seminary.  Some of his favorite times 

there were the church planning discussions, 
events, and classes, as well as the friend-
ships and interaction with some of the pro-
fessors and fellow students. 

   Ryan presently serves as Pastor of Disci-
pleship and Mission at Grace Ann Arbor 
Church, where he is looking for new and 
exciting ways for himself and this congrega-

tion to remain faithful in responding to the 
great commission.  The words of 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:20-21 mean a lot to him:  “We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us.  
We implore you on Christ’s behalf:  Be rec-
onciled to God.  He made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 

   Ryan’s hope is that by retelling his story, it 
will encourage other people to share their 
stories, and in doing so, that people might 
see God’s story of restoration continuing 
through each one of us. 

  

 

 


