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~praise God for many oppor-
tunities for mission trips and
service projects during spring
break, and pray for safe travel
for those participating.

~pray that the message “HE
IS RISEN,” rang loudly and
clearly from our classis
churches this Easter, and that
many may have heard this
message for the first time.

~praise God for interim pas-
tors at First Jenison, Friend-
ship Chapel and Ridgewood,
and pray for the ongoing
search process at these
churches.

(pssis Matters

Empowering Worship

For the past several years, Classis Georgetown has been
working diligently to redefine the focus of their classis meet-
ings. Inthe May 2010 meeting, Classis Georgetown adopted
a new Vision Statement (printed on the right), and in February
2011 the Classis Values (printed on the right below), were
adopted. Each consecutive class meeting has had one of
these values as the theme. At the most recent meeting on
February 21, 2013, the theme was Empowering Worship.

Since the focus of these meetings has been to blend work
and worship, the agenda was unique. It incorporated respon-
sive readings, the singing of songs both old and new, the
usual business of classis, many prayers, an evening meal,
and Holy Communion.

If you were a delegate to this meeting, your thoughts, com-
ments, and suggestions are welcome and encouraged.
Please e-mail them to the Transition Team at
classisgt@i2k.com, or you may leave a message at 669-
5051, and they will be forwarded to the Transition Team. If
you would like to read the minutes of the most recent classis
meeting and information about other classis activities, visit
the web site www.classisgeorgetown.com.
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Worship through Prayer

Last year Immanuel Christian Reformed Church had a unique
experience with a prayer room. The first event in March was
for two weeks, and the second in December was for a week.
Both times the room was open 24/7 and both times almost all
of the time slots were covered. The room was set up with
interactive stations to give people ideas for prayers of heal-
ing, thanksgiving, sorrow, forgiveness, etc.

Michele VandeSteeg shares that “from her personal experi-
ence she finds that there is something addictive about it.
When you walk in the room you can feel the tangible pres-
ence of God. There is something safe about the room. You
not only encounter God, but you encounter your own heart
and issues that you've been ignoring or running from.”

Another participant, Mary Jane Geers, shares some of her
thoughts: “It's the perfect date because there are no worries
about looking perfectly, speaking perfectly, or behaving per-
fectly. It was different than normal prayer time because God
was everywhere | looked.”

If you or your church are willing to spend time with God, and if
you need some help getting started, please contact either of
these persons at Immanuel CRC, 669-9725. The hour spent
in quiet solitude with God alone in the prayer room will far
exceed your expectations.
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Vision Statement
Classis Georgetown

Classis Georgetown is a
community of Christian
Reformed Churches in
Eastern Ottawa County who
live and minister together,
in Christ, to transform lives
and communities.

Classis Values

Healthy Leaders
We equip leaders to trans-

form lives and communities.

Collaborative Relationships
We call out the strengths of
each church and pursue minis-
try together to create new ways
of transforming lives and com-

munities.

Empowering Worship

We celebrate and are sus-
tained by God'’s presence as
he transforms lives and com-
munities.

Daring Hospitality
We welcome the stranger in
ways that transform lives and
communities.

Risky Compassion

We extend uncommon gen-
erosity to the suffering and
work to eliminate the causes of
that suffering in order to trans-
form lives and communities.

CHURCH SIGN
Redemption Center-
no
coupons

required.
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Classis Matters

“As iron sharpens iron . .

If one were to interview each student at
any given seminary, what would soon
become apparent in these stories would
be the wide variety of ways these people
have come to answer the call to ministry.
Greg Vander Horn came to Calvin Semi-
nary in quite an interesting way.

Greg and his two older sisters were

born and raised in Jenison, attended
Jenison Christian Schools and Unity
Christian High School. His family at-
tended Ridgewood Christian Reformed
Church, where his parents are still mem-
bers.

Greg had not the faintest idea of what
the future held after his high school
graduation. He did not just sit there and
think about it, but began his first full time
job cleaning the floors at a tee-shirt de-
sign company for a few years. Then he
drove hi-lo, sold tools, and drove a furni-
ture delivery truck. Next, he applied to
be a firefighter in Wyoming, Michigan.
He thought that if he took classes to
become an EMT, that would enhance
his possibilities of being hired.

Greg began those classes at Davenport
University hoping to earn certification as
an EMT, but he got the unexpected bo-
nus of meeting his future wife, Rhonda.
She was taking a class that she needed
for a degree in Health Insurance Man-
agement. Before he had completed his
courses, he was hired by the city of Wy-
oming as a reserve/volunteer firefighter.

Rhonda had a different faith background
than Greg but she agreed to go with him
to East Paris Christian Reformed Church
in Grand Rapids, where they were mar-
ried by Greg’s Uncle Ron. Later they
bought a house in Wyoming and began
attending Calvary Christian Reformed
Church. Rhonda was always a faithful
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Christian. One day

Q‘ when Greg came
\“_'5 home from work she
. I told him that she
had made profes-
sion of faith. He
was quite shocked
until she told him
that she had talked to Pastor Doug Kam-
stra and told him she was ready to

make Public Profession of her faith.
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Greg and his son, Pete

During this time Greg began to struggle
with the call to full time ministry. “Why
me he would think, and then why not
me,” were thoughts that were going
through his head, until someone men-
tioned that “If God chooses you that's
enough.”

After talking to the people at Calvin
Seminary, Greg decided to enroll in the
Certificate of Ministry program through
the Gateway plan. After he was in this
program a short time he began to panic.
Since he was working full time and at-
tending school full time, he dropped
school completely.

He did not give up, but went back to talk
to the people in the registrar’s office. He
was led to enroll in the Diploma in Minis-
try Program, which leaned more towards
evangelism and outreach. When a
good friend unexpectedly lost his son,
Greg was reminded of how important it
is to reach people with the gospel at all
ages of life.

Greg and Rhonda presently are attend-
ing Trinity CRC. This church’s joint min-
istry with Rosedale Baptist Church in
Detroit has been especially encouraging
to him. Through this ministry and other
ways, he has noticed that the CRC has
great potential in learning how to change
with the times.
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While Greg is gradually accumulating
seminary credits, he is working full time
in security at the Amway Grand Plaza
hotel. Rhonda has a position as an ap-
peals and complaints analyst for Aetna
Insurance Company and works from
home. Their blended family includes
daughter, Nicole, a college student, and
son, Pete, aged 7, a first grade student
at Grandville Christian School.

In the midst of very busy schedules,
family time continues to be very im-
portant. Greg and Pete like to spend
time playing video games and LEGO's.
They have also started practicing ar-
chery.

Another thing on Greg'’s to-do list is to
try his hand at blacksmithing. He has
purchased an anvil and forge and when
the warmer weather starts and he is not
into his books, he plans to spend a lot of
time over hot coals creating sellable
artwork. This is why Proverbs 27:17
speaks to him. In his life he took a beat-
ing, and felt the heat only to be formed
by God.

Even though Greg was not the scholarly
type in high school, he now enjoys the
classes he is taking. Infact, he has re-
ceived his first A— in his entire academic
career.

Though it will be a few years until Greg
completes seminary, he is open to God’s
leading. Through the connection with
Rosedale Baptist he is considering in-
ner-city ministry.

The verses of Proverbs 27:17 will contin-
ue to guide him in whatever path he
takes. “As iron sharpens iron, so one
man sharpens an-
other.”

Rev. Duane VanderBrug,
Chair/Facilitator

Mrs. Dee VanHeuvelen, Administrative
Ass’t. and Newsletter Editor



