CLASSIS GEORGETOWN VISION TEAM
Minutes of June 21, 2016, 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM

Transforming Lives and Communities
Evergreen Ministries
4512 48 Avenue, Hudsonville, MI 49426
th

6-1: Mel began our meeting by reading from Judges 13, the story of Samson’s parents and his
life from birth to leadership. The lessons to be learned are that the Lord shows us things at the
most unusual times and places, and often surprises us. We don’t want to miss opportunities that
He gives to move forth. He then prayed for the Vision Team and Classis as we make plans to
move forward.
6-2: Vision Team:
Roll Call, PRESENT:
MEMBERS: Rev. Larry Doornbos, Rev. Dave Jolman, Rev. Gerry Koning.
AWN: Rev. Mark Bennink, Rev. Marc Nelesen
STAFF: Rev. Duane VanderBrug (Chair/Facilitator), Ms. Kathy Jelsema
Treasurer/Web keeper), Mr. Mel Vander Bie (Treasurer), and Ms.Dee VanHeuvelen

(Assistant

6-3: Report fromSynod, Gerry, reporting:
Among all of the busyness of Synod, Gerry reported on a conversation he had with MS.
Dee Recker from the OSS of the CRCNA, concerning the overture from Forest Grove
which missed the deadline for submission. Because the issue raised in the overture
was relevant to the work of the Task Force appointed to improve the efficiency of the
study reports, Gerry was instructed to have the overture resubmitted to the OSS.
This request was approved by the Vision Team.
Other highlights included a more multi-ethnic group, a different tenor at meetings because
of the seating of deacons, how churches that are planted abroad can affiliate with the
CRCNA, and how very important it is to build relationships with people outside of our usual
circle of church friends.
6-4: Transitioning, Duane hosting:
How do we focus on “already” vs. “what is to come”:









Use synod as our tailwind
Create a task force of people with passion to prioritize issues
Identify ownership and recruit people for specific projects
How to corral “the thing” and identify the role of each Value Steward
How do we find “passion people” to drive “passion projects”
Everyone in the pew has a responsibility for a particular passion
Have we built trust with our churches
Classis Georgetown needs to model it—teach it—research it

6-5: September 15 Classis meeting:
The three Value Stewards that were present will meet soon to choose a value(s) for this
meeting.
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6-6:

Financial report, Mel reporting:




6-7:

Finances are available to make necessary payments
One church that was behind in contributing has decided to pay 100%
At the next meeting budget #’s are due from Value Stewards

Other:
Dave has reviewed the grant applications for Campus Ministry (GVSU) ($5,000) and
Criminal Justice Chaplaincy ($9,000), and has recommended renewal of both at the
same amounts.

Next meeting dates:
Tuesday, July 19th, 2016, 12:30 PM Trinity, Panera,
Dave opening, Mel closing
Tuesday, August 23, 2016, 12:30 PM 12th Avenue, Panera,
Kathy opening, Marc closing
CLASSIS MEETING: Thursday, September 15, 2016
Respectfully submitted,
Dee VanHeuvelen
Admin. Ass’t./Alternate Stated Clerk,
Classis Georgetown VT
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