CLASSIS GEORGETOWN VISION TEAM MEETING
Minutes of September 3, 2026
Transforming Lives and Communities
Hillcrest CRC, 3617 Hillcrest Rd, Hudsonville, MI 49426

Vision Team:	Gerry Koning, Sam Krikke, Cory Nederveld, Jeffery Scripps, Curt Walters, Matthew Wright
Vision Team (absent with notice): Jeremy Rhodes
Staff present: Kathy Jelsema, Glenda Tebben

Meeting Chairperson: Rev. Gerry Koning

I. Ms. Glenda Tebben shares words from Colossians 3. As a new year of ministry begins, we are reminded that our work comes from the Lord and belongs to him.
Glenda opens the meeting with prayer.  

II. The meeting agenda is reviewed. One additional agenda is added

III. The minutes of the June 4 Vision Team meeting were reviewed. 
· Rev. Jeffery Scripps spoke with Rev. Gale Tien about his clergy health request, explaining that it did not fall within the given parameters. Glenda will follow-up with a formal communication from the Vision Team.
· Motion is MSC to approve as written

IV. Classis Georgetown 2027 Grants
A. Grants for 2027:
· Motion is MSC to award Strong Tower Ministries $15,000
                          Connected churches: The Refuge, Zutphen CRC, Immanuel CRC
· Motion is MSC to award City on a Hill Health Clinic $5,000
                          Connected church: Jamestown CRC
· Motion is MSC to award Harmony Communities $10,000
                          Connected churches: First CRC Hudsonville, Georgetown CRC
· Motion is MSC to award GVSU Campus Ministry $8,000
                          Connected churches: all churches have students (deeper dive next year)
· Motion is MSC to award 70 x 7 Life Recovery $10,000
                          Connected church: Evergreen Ministries
· Motion is MSC to award Hy5 Youth Center $3,000 
                           Connected churches: Alive, Fairway, Messiah, Ridgewood
· Motion is MSC to award Iglesia Todas Las Naciones $5,000 
                           Connected church: Immanuel
TOTAL: $56,000.00
B. After the October Classis Meeting, the clerk will send an email to the grant recipients informing them of the amount they will receive. The email will include an encouragement for grant recipients to strengthen ties and increase engagement with churches.
V.     Financial Report 
A. Kathy reviewed the report dated August 31. Stipends and grants have been paid.
B. Kathy noted the interest income is a lot (money reinvested).
C. Motion is MSC to accept the financial report. 

VI. Preliminary Budget for 2027
A. Kathy shares the proposed 2027 budget, highlighting areas for increase/decrease. So that receipts are semi-equal to our expenses, the team spent time going through the proposed budget line items. 
B. Kathy noted that if there is a deficit, church rent for Strong Tower will come from church planting funds.
C. We hope to approve the budget at our October Vision Team meeting for presentation at our October Classis meeting.

VII. Stated Clerk Report
A. Report is received for information
B. Motion is MSC to transfer supervision and credentials of Rev. Jake Porter to The Refuge and Rev. Rob Gruessing to North Street CRC (Classis Zeeland).
C. Clergy Health Initiative
i. Kathy prepared a grant application financial statement. Motion is MSC to adopt this form as an addendum to the Clergy Health Grant application.
ii. Review request from Searchlight (asking for $1500).
Motion is MSC to table the request until our October VT meeting for the flowing reason: We realize the initiative is prejudice against small churches. We should work on equity in how we deal with requests; deductibles should be different. 
The clerk will send an email asking churches for their general budget amount.
D. Future Vision Team meeting dates:
· Thursday, October 1
· Thursday, November 12
E. Classis Meeting dates 2027:
· Thursday, February 25
· Thursday, May 6 (National Day of Prayer/Ascension Day)
· Thursday, October 28
F. Motion is MSC to accept the Stated Clerk report.
 
VIII. Regional Pastors Report
A. Rev. Gerry Koing will give report on the work of the Regional Pastors at the October classis meeting.
B. He is working on the Pine Rest agreement. There is a 7-minute video that gives a good explanation of the program.


IX. CMLT Report
A. Aid for seminary students. More students are asking for aids and we are thankful for this!
i. Mr. Samuel Kuipers and Mr. Samuel Bruzen are receiving aid. Both are in the MDiv program at Calvin Seminary
ii. New requests: Sawyer Winstead (First Hudsonville) EPMC at Calvin and Yang Liu (Messiah) MDiv at Calvin.
B. A future conversation will need to be held around support for those given a license to exhort and the pathway for what they need to do. Jeffery will look into the steps needed and report back to the Vision Team.

X. [bookmark: _Hlk176788575]Church Visitors
A. Churches are divided into two groups. We have two teams of visitors (Rev. Curt Walters/Rev. Jeremy Rhodes and Rev. Jeffery Scripps/Rev.Ron Bouwkamp). The goal is to meet with four churches each year.
B. Curt and Jeremy have met with a few churches (next visit planned for November 18). Jeffery and Ron will begin this fall.

XI. Church Renewal/Planting
A. Synod endorsed a ten-year strategic plan for church planting in the CRCNA. They hope to plant 150 churches.
B. Its first movement, “Project Antioch” calls classes to identify prayer coordinators, practice intentional prayer and fasting, pray for the multiplication of disciples, leaders, and churches, support church plants and parent churches, use shared resources, and gather for corporate prayer.
C. We ask: Who has a heart for church planting? What kind of church(es) do we want to plant? Are we disciples and are we making disciples - We don’t do this very well….how do we do this better?
D. We will highlight this plan at our October Classis meeting. 
E. Note: Synod encourage classis, classis encourages churches, churches encourage members, members are disciples!
F. We are asked to prayerfully identity persons who could serve as our Prayer Coordinator, Barnabas Advocate, and Church Plaining Strategist. Please bring names to our next meeting.

XII. Classis Restructuring
A. Synod appointed a task force to review the current classis structure and to make recommendation about potential classis realignment. The goal is to go from 49 classes to 30.
B. Cory and Glenda attended a meeting with representatives from Michigan Classis to begin conversation about classes joining together.
C. What does all this mean for Classis Georgetown? What does this mean for the church planting initiative? 
D. Rev. Cory Nederveld is serving on the task force. He will introduce the goals of the task force and lead a discussion at our October Classis meeting. 

XIII. October 29 Classis Meeting details:
A. Host Church: Cottonwood
B. Chair/Vice-Chair: Rev. Curt Walters will serve as chair; Rev. Jeffery Scripps will serve as vice-chair.
C. [bookmark: _Hlk176788674]Value: TBD
D. Agenda items:
· 2027 Budget presentation
· Pine Rest update/video
· Synod report
· Church Renewal/Planting presentation
· Classis Restructuring introduction (led by Cory Nederveld)
· Resignation of Rev. George Cooper (pastor emeritus)
· Other business/Ministry reports

XIV. We connect about ourselves and our churches

XV. Motion is MSC to adjourn the meeting. 

XVI. Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 1 (noon at Hillcrest CRC)
     Chair: Matthew Wright; Opening: Jeffery Scripps; Closing: Sam Krikke

XVII. Rev. Jeffery Scripps closed our meeting in prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Glenda Tebben
Stated Clerk, Classis Georgetown       	


PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING MEETING DATES and TIMES
Vision Team (meetings at Hillcrest CRC):
· Thursday, October 1, 2026 (noon)
Matthew chair; Jeffery opening; Sam closing

· Thursday, November 12 (noon)
Jeffery chair; Jeremy opening; Kathy closing

Classis Meetings 2026:
Thursday, October 29 – Cottonwood Church
Classis Meetings 2027:
Thursday, February 25
Thursday, May 6 (National Day of Prayer/Ascension Day)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thursday, October 28
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